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ºFaith Forward:  Seeking to 
be More Like Jesus» 

ºµFollow me and be my discipleµ.» 
¹Mark 2:14 (NLT) 

We move into each year with great 
expectation as to what God is going to do 
right before our very eyes. 2011 is now 
in the history books and Oh what a year 
it was, as we celebrated our 90th Church 
Anniversary in a grand way during the 
month of November. The FAITH 
FORWARD initiative continues to move 
progressively and positively forward, but 
we have the full understanding that 
everything is in the hand of God. In other 
words, we operate on His timetable and 
not our own. The goal of the Believer is 
simply to be faithful and I believe that½s 
what is being demonstrated at First 
Baptist Church of Highland Park  ̧ºA 
Bible Believing, Christ Centered, & 
Spirit Led Congregation.»  The pages in 
this report seek to capture how the 
people of God, who are a part of this 
dynamic assembly of Believers, have 
sought to demonstrate our faith, through 
the principles of discipleship. Yes, it is 
true that we want to be more like Jesus. 

We can praise God for how the Kingdom 
of God has been expanded in so many 
ways. Our church continues to grow 
numerically, spiritually, and financially. 
So many persons are making a kingdom 
difference, as our church reaches into so 
many areas. We½re indeed making a 

global impact for Christ as a result of our 
outreach and mission efforts. Thanks to 
the Internet and Radio the saving 
message of Christ is able to resound 
throughout the globe. Both our Media 
and Web Ministries make a kingdom 
difference.  

We seek to do the things that God would 
want us to do in terms of prayer, 
worship, and sharing our faith. This 
Ministry continues to provide followers 
with the kind of spiritual guidance, as we 
look forward to the day when 100% of 
our congregants will adopt the ¼Tithing 
Principal» (Giving the first 10% to God). 
Crown Financial Ministry and our 
Discipleship Ministry programs do so 
much to underscore the deeper 
commitment that is required from us as 
all of us should desire to be more like 
Jesus. 

Another tremendous blessing in our 
church is the sense of divine purpose. 
God has so many big things that He wants 
to do through us and that½s  why it½s so 
important that we keep our eyes on 
Jesus. Satan would love to distract, but 
we are blessed by the many ¼Prayer 
Warriors,½ who are a part of this spiritual 
army. Each Wednesday throngs of 
worshippers come to our church both at 
12:00 noon in ¼The Power Hour½ and at 
6:45 p.m. for what we call Wonderful 
Wednesdays With Jesus  ̧¼A Time of 
Prayer, Praise, Worship and The Word.½    

We have so many Ministry and Program 
Leaders, who give of their time, talent, 
and tithe. Our church would not be what 
it is without the kind of dedication that 
is displayed throughout the year. Many 
Disciples work behind the scene and their 
faithfulness blesses so many. Both our 
appointed and elected leaders love the 
Lord and do not do what they do for 
themselves, but it is done to glorify the 
most high God ¼as we want to be more 
like Jesus.½  

Personally, this was a year that our 
family shall not forget as our daughter, 
Lilybelle, graduated from High School and 
enrolled in the University of Maryland  ̧
College Park and our son Henry, gave his 
life to Christ, on the evening that his 
grandfather, Dr. Harold A. Carter, 
preached, culminating this Servant½s 11th 
Pastoral Anniversary and was 
subsequently baptized. My wife and our 
First Lady, Dr. Weptanomah Davis, and I 
celebrated 20 years of marriage. God is 
such a great God and He is greatly to be 
praised. 

Our church is blessed to be able to 
minister across generations. Highland 

Pastoral Statement 
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Park does not have any age gaps, as we½re 
able, through the guidance of the Holy 
Spirit, to effectively impact these various 
age groups. We½re also blessed by the 
newest in our fellowship coming right in 
and immediately becoming engaged in 
what God has called us to do.  

FAITH 
FORWARD is 
a big vision 
and the 
Ministry 
pauses to 
publicly 
appreciate 
the many 
persons who 
give 
sacrificially 
to this effort, going beyond their normal 
tithes. Several years ago we made the 
congregational decision that we were not 
going to rest on the laurels of yesterday, 
but we wanted to know what God has in 
store for Believers going forward who are 
willing to totally follow him. Secular 
establishments are always trying to 
remake themselves in order to better 
serve their clientele. Well, that½s what 
FAITH FORWARD is all 
about. It½s more than a 
bumper sticker. It½s our 
way of life, as we know 
how much importance 
the Bible places upon 
the word ¼faith.½ Praise 
God for those who have 
made pledges and 

faithfully sacrifice 
week after week with 
the prayer that our new 
worship facility will 
touch unborn 
generations.  

Our Fine Arts Ministry, 
under the 
leadership of Brother Ronald 
Johnson, was blessed to add 
Brother Nathan Rooks as the 
Associate Musician, Sister 
Semora Smith as the Associate 
Director, Kelli Boggs as a Praise 
and Worship Leader and Brother 
Brandon Jacobs as musician in 
2011. Their addition further 
enhances a very talented core, 
which already included Brother 

Charles ¼Tedde½ Gibson ̧ Musician in 
Residence and a number of other 
talented musicians. The Dance Ministry, 
under Sister Tami Upchurch has done an 
outstanding job including all ages. During 
the Easter and Christmas Seasons, we 
were blessed by two outstanding 
presentations directed by Sister Mary 
Smith (Easter) and Sister Shanelle Ingram 
(Christmas).  

The Ministry appreciatively 
applauds the Church Office Staff 
for their hard work over the 
course of the year, as this is a 
very busy church. Sister Cheryl 
Brooks does an outstanding job 
pulling all of the Ministry 
Information into a document 

that can easily be 
referred to for years 
to come. 

It is certain that 
2012 will be filled 
with many new 
adventures, but our 
faith is in God and 

we fully know that with God on our side, 
there½s nothing that we need to worry 
about. Our church is filled with so many 
dedicated Disciples of Jesus Christ and 
this report only provides a snap shot, as 
there are so many things which are done 
by so many and its all to the glory of 
God! Many thanks to our Diaconate and 
Trustee Ministry Leadership, Brother 
Larry McCormick, Sister Cheryl Crawford, 

and Brother George A. C. Crocker for 
their continued dedication and openness 
to the vision that God has for us at 
Highland Park.  And yes, ¼There½s Power 
at The Park!½ 

FAITH FORWARD! 
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New Worship Center 

The New Worship Center design drawings 
are substantially complete, but minor 
revisions are being prepared in response 
to comments from the permit review 
agencies and the contractor. The total 
square footage of the building is now 
66,600 square feet with sanctuary 
capacity at 1,175 seats, including a choir 
loft that seats 150.  By comparison, the 
New Worship Center building will be 
approximately 4 times larger than our 
existing facility, and the new sanctuary 
will be at least 3 times larger than our 
existing sanctuary.  Seating capacities in 
the new sanctuary will almost double 
what we presently have. Other primary 
spaces included in the design are the 
chapel (200 removable seats), banquet 
hall (600-1,000 removable seats), 
administrative offices, and multipurpose 
facilities. 

Permits and Groundbreaking 

Issuance of the building and site permits, 
at this time, is dependent on the county 
reviewers½ comments, questions and 
recommendations. Although they would 
not provide completion dates, we 
anticipate all reviews will be complete 
within the next 60 days. Groundbreaking 
will be scheduled once we have permits 
in hand and financing secured. 

Contractor 

Hensel Phelps Construction Company is 
the on-site contractor selected to 
construct the new facility and sitework. 
Their on-site staff is coordinating 
subcontractor requirements; reviewing 
submittals and pertinent project 
information; and coordinating drawing 
modifications with the architect to 

reduce overall project costs. Budget and 
schedule updates, and general project 
coordination are ongoing. 

Budgets and Schedules 

The present budget is between 
$21,000,000 - $22,000,000 for 
construction, plus an additional 
$6,000,000 for non construction 
expenses such as design fees, legal and 
consulting fees, and lender½s expenses. 
The contractor½s preliminary schedule 
indicates that construction can be 
completed in 24 months from 
groundbreaking.  However, variables such 
as weather and municipal actions may 
impact the overall schedule. 

Faith Forward: Expansion Report 
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Some of Our Guest Speakers 

Dr. Jasmin Sculark 

Dr. Frederick Haynes 
Dr. Anthony Chandler  

Dr. Ann Lightner-Fuller 

Rev. E. Derrik Porter  

Dr. Cynthia Hale 

Bishop Walter Scott Thomas 

Dr. Carolyn Showell 

Dr. Joe Samuel Ratliff 

Dr. Grainger Browning 

Rev. John K. Jenkins 

Dr. Harold Carter and Dr. Harold Carter, Jr. 

Bishop DeWayne Debnam 

Rev. Kenneth D.R. Clayton Rev. Tommy D. Miles 
Dr. Gerald Lamont Thomas 

Rev. Dexter Nutall 

Dr. Howard-John Wesley 

Dr. Claybon Lea, Jr. 

Rev. Charles W. Bynum, II 

Dr. Lance Watson Dr. Leonard Smith 

Dr. Delman Coates 

Dr. Charles E. Booth 

Dr. Frank M. Reid III 

Rev. Anthony Maclin 
Bishop Kevin Gresham 

Congressman Elijah Cummings 

Rev. Dr. Floyd H. Flake 

Dr. Lloyd T. McGriff Bishop John R. Bryant 

Bishop Eugene Reeves 
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Submitted by Eunice Dawkins,  
90th Anniversary Co-Chairperson 

To God Be the Glory for the Things He 
Has Done!   

God in His 
infinite 
power and 
wisdom, 
allowed the 
First Baptist 
Church of 
Highland 
Park in 
November 

2011 to celebrate the Ninetieth 
Anniversary.  WOW!  What a celebration 
we had!  We kicked-off our Anniversary 
with five worship services; we traveled 
down memory lane with a Re-Enactment 
March from the original location of the 
church (Highland Park Drive and Gondar 

Avenue) in Highland Park, Maryland.  God 
truly blessed the Re-Enactment March on 
November 5th with 300-400 persons 

meeting at 9:30 
a.m. for a 
worship and 
praise service, 
scripture, 
prayer and 
remarks by our 
very own Pastor 
Henry P. Davis 
III.  God then allowed us to remember our 
former members who have passed on and 
gone home to Glory by placing those 
names on the ºIn Memory 
Tree.»  We then 
concluded our Ninetieth 
Anniversary celebration 
with A Black Tie 
Reception and A Musical 
Program ̧ Featuring an 
Evening out at ºThe John 
F. Kennedy Center for 
the Performing Arts» in 
the Sanctuary Celebrating 
the First Baptist Church 
of Highland Park.  Trustee Justin Wyatt, 
Sisters Jacqueline Perry and Eunice 
Dawkins served as Co-Chairs of this 
awesome and auspicious committee along 
with the following committee members 
and supporters:  Trustee Bernestine 
Allen, Trustee Johnnie Andrews, Sister 
Diane Carson, Deaconess Charlotte 
Dozier, Sister Laura Marie Elliott, Sister 
Jennifer Floyd, Sister Mozelle Fountain, 
Sister Wanda Gaines, Deaconess Vonciel 
Gray, Deaconess M. Rowena Jackson, 

Sister Velvin Jones, 
Trustee Mary Kimbrough, 
Sister Anne Love, Sister 
Linda Pope Marshall, 
Sister Anne Massenburg, 
Trustee Theresa Melton, 
Deaconess Cheryl 
Munnelyn, Brother James 
Silver, Sister Donna 

Smith, Sister Clarice Taylor, Sister 
Margaret Washington, Sister Beatrice 
Wyatt, Sister Imogene Bynum & Drama 

Ministry, 
Deaconess Cheryl 
Brooks-Designing, 
Trustee John Clark 
& Security 
Ministry, Trustee 
Mac Dent & 
Transportation 
Ministry, Brother 
Ronald Dean 
Johnson & Fine Arts 
Ministry, Sister 

Pam Lewis & Wellness Ministry, Trustee 
Ed Morgan & Brother Joel Price and Sound 
Ministry, Deacon Ollie Williams & 
Photography, Deacon Walden Woods & 

90th Church Anniversary Celebration 
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Reverend James Barnett, Brother Robert 
Hill, Pastor½s Partners Ministry, Ushers 
Ministry, and Hostesses. 

During these 90 years, we have served 
this community, fed the hungry, clothed 
the naked, witnessed to the lost and 
destitute, spread the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ, and 
visited those 
that are 
incarcerated, 
the sick and 
shut-in and 
comforted the 
bereaved and 
much more.  
God also 
allowed us to 
honor and 
recognize the 
following members who has been a 

member of 
Highland Park 
for 50 or more 
continue years:  
Mary Agnes 
Butler, 
Deaconess Iris 
Colmes, Trustee 
Paul Colmes, 
Vivian and 
Eunice Dawkins, 
Harvey Dockery, Jr., Eunice Ellis, Frances 
Edwards, Lester Egypt, Ophelia Malloy, 
Jacqueline Perry, Mary Spriggs, Annie 
Tibbs, Deacon Robert and Gwendolyn 
Vinson, Trustee Justin, Sr. and Beatrice 
Wyatt, and Mary Bacon White.  I thank 
God for their Christian witness 
throughout the years.  What a 

blessing and honor to 
have these persons 
still in our midst 
loving and serving 
God. 

To God Be the Glory!  
We are still serving 
God with zeal and 
zest and with 
determination to run on and 
see what the end will be as a 

songwriter 
wrote.  I am 
looking 
with great 
anticipation 
to see what 
God is going 
to do in the 
life of this 
body of 
Believers as 

we continue to lift up Jesus and give God 
all Honor, Praise and Glory.  I thank God 
for continuing to bless you, Pastor Davis, 
First Lady Weptanomah Davis and 
children and the entire First Baptist 
Church of Highland Park family. 


